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RECEIVED 
CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

NOV 1 6 2009 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

LISTING OF CLAIMS 

1.-37. (Cancelled) 

38. (Currently Amended) Apparatus for remotely selectively controlling access 
to a plurality of physical areas of a plurality of gaming machines . the apparatus 
comprising: 

a plurality of electrically operable lock mechanisms, each respectively associated 
with one of the plurality of physical areas of each of the gaming machines : 

each of said lock mechanisms being physically movable between unlocked and 
locked conditions with respect to its associated area: 

control circuitry independent of the gaming machines, said control circuitry 
including a processor operating under control of a stored program and coupled to each 
of said lock mechanisms via a communications link for controlling operation thereof; 

a data storage and retrieval system adapted to communicate with the processor 
and including a storage medium for storing data including personnel identification data 
and access authorization data indicative of the gaming machines and the physical 
areas, rf any T of each of the gaming machines for which a person seeking access to the 
gaming machines is authorized: and 

a data input device coupled to the processor, said data input device enabling a 
person to input at least personnel identification data that identifies the person . 

the processor being operable to compare said personnel identification data 
inputted bv the person with said personnel identification data stored bv said storage 
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media that authorizes access by certain, identified personnel to certain designated 
gaming machines of the plurality of gaming machines and to a plurality, but not all, of 
said physical areas of said designated gaming machines, and cause the lock 
mechanisms of the plurality of physical areas to move to the unlocked position to allow 
access to those plurality of physical areas of the designated gaming machines when the 
personnel identification data inputted by the person matches any of the personnel 
identification data stored by said storage medium. Th e apparatus of c l aim 1 wherein at 
least one of the lock mechanisms includes a solenoid having a plunger, the plunger 
being moveable between a retracted position when the solenoid is energized to enable 
a mechanical key to be used to unlock said lock mechanism, and an extended position 
when the solenoid is de-energized to prevent the mechanical key from being used to 
unlock said lock mechanism. 

39. (Currently Amended) A method of remotely selectively controlling access 
to a plurality of different, physical areas of a plurality of gaming machines . the method 
comprising: 

providing each of the plurality of physical areas with an electrically operable lock 
mechanism which is physically movable between unlocked and locked conditions: 

storing data including personnel identification data and access authorization data 
indicative of the particular gaming machines and the physical areas, rf any, of the 
particular gaming machines for which a person seeking access to the gaming machines 
is authorized; 

controlling the operation of the lock mechanisms via a processor independent of 
the gaming machines . said processor being coupled to each lock mechanism: 
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inputting at least personnel identification information into a data input device that 
identifies a person seeking access to a plurality of said physical areas of the plurality of 
gaming machines ; 

comparing said inputted personnel identification data with at least said stored 
personnel identification data: and 

remotely, electrically unlocking a plurality of the lock mechanisms of only those 
plurality of physical areas, less than all of said physical areas, of the particular gaming 
machines, for which the person seeking access is authorized when said inputted 
personnel identification data matches any of the personnel identification data stored by 
said storage medium . 

Th e method of cla i m 32, which includos providing at least one of the lock 
mechanisms with a solenoid having a plunger, wherein the plunger is moveable 
between a retracted position when the solenoid is energized to enable a mechanical key 
to be used to unlock said lock mechanism, and an extended position when the solenoid 
is de-energized to prevent the mechanical key from being used to unlock said lock 
mechanism. 

40. (Currently Amended) Apparatus for remotely selectively controlling access 
to a plurality of physical areas of a plurality of gaming machines, the apparatus 
comprising: 

a plurality of electrically operable lock mechanisms, each respectively associated 
with one of the plurality of physical areas of each of the gaming machines and each lock 
mechanism physically movable between unlocked and locked conditions with respect to 
its associated area: 
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control circuitry independent of the gamino machines, said control circuitry 
including a processor operating under control of a stored program and coupled to each 
of the lock mechanisms of the aamina machines via a communications link for 
controlling operation thereof: and 

a data storage and retrieval system adapted to communicate with the processor 
and including a storage medium for storing data including personnel identification data 
and access authorization data indicative of certain designated gaming machines and 
the physical areas, if any, of the designated gaming machines for which a person 
seeking access to the gaming machines is authorized: 

the processor being operable to compare personnel identification data inputted 
by a person into a data input device with said personnel identification data stored by 
said storage medium that authorizes access bv certain, identified personnel to at least 
one of the physical areas of each of the designated gaming machines, and cause the 
lock mechanisms of the physical areas at each of the designated gaming machines to 
which access is authorized to move to the unlocked position to allow access to those 
physical areas of the designated gaming machines when said inputted personnel 
identification data matches any of the personnel identification data stored bv said 
storage medium , Tho apparatus of c l a i m 37, wh i ch wherein at least one of the lock 
mechanisms includes a solenoid having a plunger, the plunger being moveable 
between a retracted position when the solenoid is energized to enable a mechanical key 
to be used to unlock said lock mechanism, and an extended position when the solenoid 
is de-energized to prevent the mechanical key from being used to unlock said lock 
mechanism. 

5 

CH1 11849970.1 

PAGE 7/13 * RCVD AT 1 1/16/2009 12:55:48 PNI [Eastern Standard Time] ■ SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/33 ■ DNIS:2738300 ■ CSID:3124607000 * DURATION <mm-ss):0148 



Fax sent by : 3124687068 



SEVFARTH SHAU LLP 



11-16-89 11:55 Pg: 8/13 



41 > (New) Apparatus for remotely selectively controlling access to a plurality of 

physical areas of a plurality of gaming machines , the apparatus comprising: 

a plurality of electrically operable lock mechanisms, each respectively associated 
with one of the plurality of physical areas of each of the gaming machines ; 

each of said lock mechanisms being physically movable between unlocked and 
locked conditions with respect to its associated area; 

control circuitry independent of the gaming machines, said control circuitry 
including a processor operating under control of a stored program and coupled to each 
of said lock mechanisms via a communications link for controlling operation thereof; 

a data storage and retrieval system adapted to communicate with the processor 
and including a storage medium for storing data including machine identification data for 
each of the plurality of gaming machines, personnel identification data for all personnel 
having access to one or more of the gaming machines, and access authorization data 
indicative of the gaming machines and the physical areas, if any, of each of the gaming 
machines for which a person seeking access to the gaming machine is authorized; and 

a data input device coupled to the processor, said data input device enabling a 
person to input at least personnel identification data that identifies the person; 

the processor being operable to compare said personnel identification data 
inputted by the person with said personnel identification data stored by said storage 
media that authorizes access by certain, identified personnel to certain designated 
gaming machines of the plurality of gaming machines and to a plurality, but not all, of 
said physical areas of said designated gaming machines, and cause the lock 
mechanisms of the plurality of physical areas to move to the unlocked position to allow 
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access to those plurality of physical areas of the designated gaming machines when the 
personnel identification data inputted by the person matches any of the personnel 
identification data stored by said storage medium; and 

apparatus for monitoring the condition of the lock mechanism. 

42. (New) Apparatus of claim 41 , wherein each of the lock mechanisms 
comprises a lock bolt movable between unlocked and locked conditions of a door. 

43. (New) Apparatus of claim 42, wherein the monitoring apparatus 
comprises: 

apparatus for monitoring the conditions of the door and the lock bott, 
said monitoring apparatus including said control circuitry, a first transducer 
apparatus associated with the door and coupled to the control circuitry for sensing the 
condition of the door and generating a first output signal indicative of the condition of the 
door, a second transducer apparatus associated with the lock bolt and coupled to the 
control circuitry for sensing the condition of the lock bolt and generating a second output 
signal indicative of the condition of the lock bolt, and a processor program responsive to 
the first and second output signals for storing data indicative of the conditions of the 
door and the lock bolt. 

44. (New) The apparatus of claim 43, wherein the first transducer apparatus 
and the second transducer apparatus includes optical apparatus. 

45. (New) The apparatus of claim 44, wherein the optical apparatus includes 
an optical emitter and an optical receiver 

46. (New) The apparatus of claim 45, wherein the optical apparatus includes 
an optic pathway between the emitter and the receiver, 
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47. (New) The apparatus of claim 45, wherein the program includes a routine 
for modulating the emitter of each optical apparatus. 

48. (New) The apparatus of claim 43, wherein the program includes a routine 
for controlling the operation of the lock bolt between its unlocked and locked conditions. 

49. (New) The apparatus of claim 43, wherein the second transducer 
apparatus includes apparatus for indicating that the lock bolt has been operated. 

50. (New) The apparatus of claim 43, wherein the transducer apparatus 
includes an optical emitter and an optical receiver and an optical pathway 
therebetween, the optical pathway being alterable in response to manual operation of 
the lock bolt. 
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